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Welcome to Honors!

,
I’m delighted to learn that you have accepted your invitation to join the All-College Honors Program at Canisius! As you know, the Honors Program is an academic experience reserved for the top 10 percent of the incoming class. I think you will find the curriculum both challenging and rewarding. 

As an integral part of a Jesuit college, the Canisius Honors Program subscribes fully to the Jesuit values of (a) magis (more), (b) cura personalis (the development of the whole person), and (c) being men & women for and with others. We encourage to stretch themselves academically, to support their peers in Honors, and to serve others, both on campus and in the community. There are several ways that Honors students can do so, starting with interesting, relevant, and challenging courses on a variety of subjects that span the globe and look carefully at Catholic and non-Catholic peoples and cultures. When assigned material is discussed, students learn from accomplished professors and from each other. Honors students typically become active in campus activities and so can develop their leadership potential. In addition, Honors provides regular opportunities to serve the poor and the strangers in their midst in the city of Buffalo.

Our Honors Program students participate in myriad events, seminars, travel opportunities, and special classes all designed to give them an unequaled & holistic academic experience. Last year, we had a Christmas party and a memorable banquet at the historic Hotel Lafayette; heard a University of Virginia professor speak about the evolution of African-American music; had the grand opening of our new Honors Lounge; shared meals with prominent community leaders, including the Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper and the CEO & president of Roswell Park Cancer Institute; saw plays at Buffalo’s Paul Robeson Theatre and the Stratford Festival in Ontario, Canada; and so on. The Honors Student Association (1) organized a Valentine’s Day fundraiser and Easter egg hunt, (2) provided regular service opportunities for feeding the hungry and tutoring international students, and (3) hosted a Thanksgiving dinner, a Halloween costume party, a hot chocolate bar, and cookies & cram during final exam week, a game night, and a Lasertron outing. To ensure an environment of academic support and camaraderie, many Honors students are housed together.
Once again, congratulations on your acceptance to Canisius and your choice to participate in the All-College Honors Program. I look forward to meeting you and guiding you through your academic and personal journey as an Honors student at Canisius. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Dr. Bruce Dierenfield, Director
All-College Honors Program
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Advantages of the Honors Program
*Unique, innovative curriculum and courses with other Honors students

*Small class size and close interaction with dedicated professors
Classes almost always have 20 or fewer students, sometimes as few as ten. The average is 

14 students per class. Optional Oxford-style tutorials can have just one or two students.

*Excellent teaching faculty

The faculty who teach Honors courses are experienced instructors who are known for their excellence in the classroom, as well as in their academic fields. These professors especially 
enjoy working with top students. Over the years, many department chairs and Kenneth L. Koessler Distinguished Professors have taught in Honors.
*Co-curricular events

Honors supports faculty who bring in outside presenters to their classes and who take their classes to outside venues, e.g., the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, art museums, Silo City, 
the Darwin Martin House, opera, dinner at an Indian restaurant, trips to Virginia slave plantations and California Latino neighborhoods in California.

*Active programing 

In addition to co-curricular activities, Honors typically undertakes many activities for all Honors students, such as a Chautauqua Retreat, a Stratford Festival trip to Ontario, luncheons with community leaders, a Thanksgiving dinner, a Christmas party, an annual banquet, a “Last Lecture” series, trips to major cities, such as Boston and Chicago, and much more.
*Sponsorship of Campus Ministry service immersion trips + George Schreiner Pre-Medical Center mission trips (both trips made possible by the Schoenl Family Scholarship)
Honors students have gone to Brazil, Costa Rico, Ecuador, El Salvador, India, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, and the Philippines, among other places
*Honors housing for 1st-year students (Bosch Hall’s 6th floor)


*Use of the Honors Lounge  (Horan O-Donnell 003)


60-inch flat-screen TV, desktop computers, full-sized refrigerator, water cooler
*Use of the Honors Clubroom (Student Center 212—next to Regis North)

*Recognition at graduation and on the diploma and transcript as an All-College Honors scholar
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Open 24 hours/day + Monthly Fun Nights 
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	Buffalo News vice-president
Erie County executives
Bishops of Buffalo
Buffalo Zoo director
Buffalo Philharmonic conductor
Novelists
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper
Erie County Democratic party chiefs
Buffalo school superintendent
Roswell Park Cancer Institute CEO
Catholic Health CEO

	Muslim imam
Kaleida Health CEO
Developer Carl Paladino
Federal district court judge
Founder, Gates Vascular Institute
Sports writers & announcers
Buffalo police chief
Domestic violence agency head
Television anchors
Erie County health commissioners



Theatre in Buffalo
(Shea’s Performing Arts Center)
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Travel & Learn
(September 21-23, 2018)
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Travel & Learn

(April 5-7, 2019)
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Student Expectations

Students of the Canisius All-College Honors Program are members of a community that embraces individuality and diversity, while sharing a common commitment to academic excellence and social responsibility. In this spirit, these expectations are laid out:

*Honors students are expected to be ambitious learners, exhibiting academic enthusiasm and intellectual curiosity. 

*Honors students are expected to demonstrate respect for fellow students and for faculty at all times and to contribute meaningfully to a productive classroom environment.



Among other things, respect involves punctuality in meetings with faculty, 




coming to class, and submitting required work



Disruptive behavior in class is grounds for dismissal from the program

*Honors students are expected to participate in the well-being of the Honors community by regularly attending meetings and events, by taking part in service activities, by keeping informed of program happenings, and, generally, by contributing to the program’s development.

*Honors students are expected to exemplify personal and academic integrity by being familiar with and conscientiously adhering to all aspects of the college’s Student Code of Conduct (http://www.canisius.edu/resources/files/Handbook%2012-13revise.pdf) and its Code of Academic Integrity (http://www.canisius.edu/academics/integrity/code/).

Dishonesty, whether in an Honors course, a non-Honors course, or any other activity either on or off the Canisius Campus is grounds for dismissal from the program.
*Honors students are expected to abide by accepted standards of academic originality and creativity, to conduct themselves honorably in collaborative and group work, and to refrain from resubmitting work prepared for one course in another without permission of both professors.

*Honors students are expected to understand their role as exemplars, to act accordingly both on and off campus, and to refrain from activity that may be detrimental to the reputation of the Canisius All-College Honors Program or to other Honors students. The Honors Program is judged by the actions of each student, which makes integrity and diligence cornerstones of the program.
*Honors students are expected to hold fellow Honors students accountable when these expectations are not met.

Honors Curriculum
The All-College Honors Program parallels and replaces the college-wide requirements (known as the “Core Curriculum”) in their entirety. Two Honors courses must address the “American Experience” and “Diversity” or “Global Awareness.” Honors students must also complete two courses in the same (ancient or modern) foreign language or in American sign language, or test out of this requirement.
	
	HONORS PROGRAM 
	
	CORE CURRICULUM

	Course
	
	Course
	

	
	
	1
	First-Year Seminar

	1
	English
	2
	English

	2
	Western Tradition I
	
	

	3
	Western Tradition II
	
	

	4
	Fine Arts
	3
	Arts 

	5
	History
	4
	History 

	6
	Literature
	5
	Philosophy

	7
	Philosophy
	6
	Philosophy

	8
	Religious Studies
	7
	Religious Studies

	9
	Religious Studies
	8
	Religious Studies

	10
	Science or Math or Tech
	9
	Natural Sciences

	
	
	10
	Mathematical Sciences

	11
	Social Science
	11
	Social Sciences

	
	
	
	

	12
	Thesis♣
	12
	Core Capstone

	

	Course

Attributes+*
	
	Course

Attributes+
	

	1
	American Experience
	
	

	2
	Diversity or Global Awareness
	1
	Diversity

	
	
	2
	Global Awareness

	
	3
	Ethics

	
	4
	Justice

	
	5
	Advanced Writing-Intensive

	
	6
	Oral Communication


+Honors and the Core Curriculum require students to take some courses that address certain topics or emphasize certain skills.

*It is assumed that Honors courses involve substantial writing assignments and frequent opportunities for oral expression, whether in discussion or in class presentations.
♣Honors thesis requires students to demonstrate considerable skills in research, critical thinking, writing, oral communication, and use of technology.

Sample Honors Courses
	HON
	Course Title
	Subject Category
	Attribute

	101
	English
	English
	

	110
111
	Western Tradition I 
Western Tradition II
	Western Tradition
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	211
	Marx, Nietzsche, Freud
	Philosophy
	

	212
	Beauty Matters
	Philosophy
	

	213
	Debating Dinner: 

The Philosophy of Eating
	Philosophy
	

	214
	Sights & Sounds: 
      Philosophy, Music, Film
	Philosophy
	

	215
	Death & Dying
	Philosophy
	

	216
	Introduction to Philosophy
	Philosophy
	

	217
	Cities, Suburbs, & Spaces
	Philosophy or Social Science
	American Experience

	218
	Intellectual History of the West
	History or Philosophy
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	219
	Revolutions of the West
	History or Philosophy or Social Science
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	220
	From Asylums to Acceptance: 

      The “Disabled” in America
	History or Social Science or Science/Math/Tech
	American Experience OR Diversity or Global Awareness

	221
	Violence in America
	History or Social Science
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	222
	History & Literature of the 

American Civil War
	History or Literature
	American Experience

	223
	Religion, Politics, and the Presidency
	History or Social Science or Religion
	American Experience OR
Diversity or Global Awareness

	224
	Disease & Medicine in America
	History or Social Science or Science/Math/Tech
	American Experience

	226
	African-American Lives & Culture
	History or Literature or Religious Studies
	American Experience OR 

Diversity or Global Awareness

	227
	Vices & Addictions
	History or Social Science or Science/Math/Tech
	American Experience

	228
	American Genocide
	History
	American Experience OR

Diversity or Global Awareness

	229
	10 Days that Changed America
	History
	American Experience

	230
	Economics of Public Issues
	Social Science
	American Experience

	231
	War & Peace after 9/11
	Social Science
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	232
	American Government: The User Guide
	Social Science
	American Experience

	233
	Education and the Media
	Social Science
	American Experience

	239
	American Modernism
	Literature
	American Experience OR 

Diversity or Global Awareness

	241
	History of Judaism
	History or Religious Studies
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	242
	Cultural Constructions of Jesus
	Religious Studies
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	243
	Capitalism in American History
	History or Social Science
	American Experience

	245
	Homeric Epic
	History or Literature + Foreign Language
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	246
	American Religions
	History or Religious Studies
	American Experience OR

Diversity or Global Awareness

	247
	Islam: Religion, History, Culture
	History or Religious Studies
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	248
	Religions of the East
	Religious Studies or Social Science
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	249
	Magic, Science, & Religion
	Religious Studies or Social Science
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	250 
	Caesar & Christ
	History or Literature + Foreign Language
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	252
	Plantations, Ghettos, Prisons
	History or Social Science or Fine Arts or Religion
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	255
	The Buffalo Experience
	History or Social Science or Religion or 

Fine Arts
	American Experience OR 

Diversity or Global Awareness

	270 
	Psychobiography
	Social Science or Science/Math/Tech
	

	307
	New Perspectives on the Civil Rights Movement
	History or Philosophy or Religious Studies or Social Science
	American Experience OR 

Diversity or Global Awareness

	313
	The Holocaust in Literature and Film
	History or Literature or Fine Arts
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	316
	Famous Jesuits
	Philosophy or Religious Studies
	American Experience OR 

Diversity or Global Awareness

	320
	Insight & Self-Understanding
	Philosophy
	

	321
	Critical Incidents in the History of Photography
	Fine Arts
	

	322
	Orchestral Music
	Fine Arts
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	323
	The Opera
	Fine Arts
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	324
	The Symphony
	Fine Arts
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	325
	Art, Advertising, and Activism
	Fine Arts or Social Science
	American Experience

	347
	Mathematics: Patterns, Problems, Puzzles
	Science/Math/Tech
	

	350
	The Theory of Almost Everything
	Science/Math/Tech
	

	351
	Biotechnology & Society
	Science/Math/Tech
	

	352
	Water & Society
	Science/Math/Tech
	American Experience

	353
	Age of Robotics
	Philosophy or Science/Math/Tech or Social Science
	

	354
	Science in the 21st Century
	Science/Math/Tech or Social Science
	American Experience

	356
	Pope Francis: 21st Century Thinker
	Religious Studies or Philosophy
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	357
	Global Pentecostalism
	Religious Studies
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	358
	Women & Religion
	Religious Studies
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	359
	Spiritual Autobiography
	Religious Studies
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	360
	Modern Christianity
	Religious Studies
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	363
	The Bible & Popular Culture
	Religious Studies or Literature
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	364
	Living Religions in Buffalo
	Religious Studies or Literature
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	371
	From Argonauts to Avengers: 
       Evolution of the Hero
	Literature or Religious Studies
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	372
	Bob Dylan: American Genius
	Fine Arts or Literature
	American Experience

	373
	Living Writers
	Literature
	American Experience

	374
	A Novel Nation: 

       19th C. Literature & Philosophy
	Literature or Philosophy
	American Experience

	378
	Magic Realism
	Literature
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	379
	Remodeling Old Texts
	Literature
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	380
	Modern American Novel
	Literature
	American Experience OR
Diversity or Global Awareness

	382
	Detective Fiction
	Literature
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	384
	American Immigrant Voices
	Literature
	American Experience OR 

Diversity or Global Awareness

	385
	Modern Myths & Fairy Tales
	Literature
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	386
	Rise of the American Novel
	Literature
	American Experience

	393
	Buffalo, a Literary City
	Literature
	American Experience

	400 
	Life of the Mind
	Philosophy
	Diversity or Global Awareness

	430
	Tutorial
	Variable
	

	451
	Thesis
	
	


Thesis

The All-College Honors thesis (HON 451) typically involves significant research and writing, culminating in a substantial paper on a research topic of the student’s design, usually in his/her major, which is developed with the guidance of a faculty adviser. With the approval of the Honors director, some Honors students may elect to develop a creative project for the “thesis” requirement. In whatever form Honors thesis may take, it is NOT an independent study project. With the exception of creative projects, thesis invariably requires that the student possess an excellent understanding of the subject area, its theoretical assumptions, and its research methodology. The student must also be able to think critically and comprehensively about the topic, and must be able to advance a well-formulated argument. A thesis is an opportunity to explore a topic of one’s own choosing in depth, honing skills that have been learned in previous classes and learning new skills as well. Unlike a term paper for a class, the thesis is a substantive work that one creates over an extended period of time. As such, students will likely have special feelings of pride for going through the process of preparing a thesis. A thesis is excellent preparation for graduate and professional schools and should be highlighted in applications for additional education.

Thesis Recommendations (in brief)
1. Select a relatively narrow topic, so that it can be investigated thoroughly

*discuss the feasibility of your proposed topic with your adviser

2. In the semester before an Honors student attempts Honors thesis, he/she should see 

the Honors director about his/her thesis topic in order to consider possible thesis advisers. 

Advisers should be selected on the basis of their (a) knowledge of a given student’s subject and their (b) willingness to shepherd that student through the thesis process


no student can register for HON 451 without meeting with the Honors director

3. Start your research before the given semester

           the summer for the fall semester OR the fall semester/Christmas vacation for the spring semester

4. Read broadly first, then more narrowly, in order to learn about the general topic]


e.g., if the topic is the Tulsa Race Riot (1921), read about American race relations first

5. Have a standing (weekly) appointment with the adviser


*prepare for the meeting by reading, thinking about, and/or writing a passage

*submit a 1-page summary of what has been and what will be done
6. Conduct extensive & wide-ranging research to investigate the topic 


*do not rely on a few sources or even the same kind of source for your thesis

7. Begin writing no later than a month into the semester, and average 3-5 pages/week for the 
next ten weeks

*submit the writing by email attachment prior to the meeting with one’s adviser
8. Re-write your thesis, preferably as you go along
Credit Policy

Generally speaking, the Canisius All-College Honors Program will accept a maximum of 
six (6) relevant test scores and alternative academic courses. Students seeking such credit must see the Honors director, who has sole discretion in the matter.

Kinds of Possible Honors credit

(a) Advanced Placement (AP) scores 

(b) International Baccalaureate (IB) scores in “Higher Level” exams
(c) College Level Examination Program (CLEP) scores in subject exams only
(d) Study-abroad courses

              up to two pertinent 3-credit courses at foreign universities, provided the grades are "B" or better
(e) College transfer courses 

pertinent courses taken at accredited institutions of higher learning by college 

students transferring to Canisius, provided the grades are “B” or better

AP/IB/CLEP Exams
*Honors can only accept AP/IB/CLEP scores in subjects relevant to the Honors curriculum.

*Honors accepts one AP/IB/CLEP score in a given subject.

e.g., Honors has one History requirement and so can only accept one AP score in History 


(European or U.S. or World)
*Honors students who receive 4 or 5 on the AP English exam, 6 or 7 on the “Higher Level” 

IB English exam, or 65 or better on the CLEP English exam must nonetheless enroll in HON 101 (a gateway course to the Honors Program) in their first semester at Canisius and can be exempted from “Literature” in a future semester.

*Honors typically grants one course credit for an AP score of either 4 or 5, a “Higher Level” 
IB score of 6 or 7, or a CLEP score of 65 or better in relevant subjects, but will grant two course credits in foreign language for an AP score of 4 or higher, an IB score of 6 or 7, or a CLEP score of 65 or better.

*Honors students may have additional AP/IB/CLEP scores accepted for non-Honors courses, 

e.g., courses in one’s major(s)/minor(s) or for elective credit. In this regard, Honors students should see their department chairs, program directors, and/or associate deans.

Study-abroad
Honors students who desire credit for study-abroad coursework should see the Honors director before departing to confirm which courses can be accepted for which Honors requirements. Students are encouraged to communicate their progress and/or concerns to the director via email.

Transfer students

Canisius All-College Honors students transferring from other colleges or universities must see the Honors director who will review individual requests for Honors credit.

Ineligible Academic Work/Experience

No Honors credit can be granted for the following kinds of coursework or experience:

*Courses designed or approved by college faculty/institutions but taught in high schools by 

high school teachers



e.g., RST 101 in a high school


exception:  Honors will accept such courses if a student completes two 3- credit courses

                                     in the same subject area 

       e.g., (1) World War II + (2) Civil Rights Movement=Honors “History” credit
*Courses taught by college faculty but transmitted by television into high school classes

*Community college courses (except for foreign language, which are accepted at par)

exception:  Honors will accept such courses if a student completes two 3- credit courses

                                     in the same subject area 

       e.g., (1) World War II + (2) Civil Rights Movement=Honors “History” credit


*Regular Canisius College courses instead of Honors courses (once admitted to the Honors Program)

e.g., ENG 101 instead of HON 101 
e.g., RST 101 instead of an Honors course in Religious Studies

*Courses taken pass/fail

*International travel per se
Study-Abroad

A unique opportunity for Canisius Honors students is to study-abroad at the University of Glasgow’s beautiful campus, which is ranked in the top 1 percent of universities in the world. In New York State, only Canisius Honors students may study at the University of Glasgow under the Principia Consortium. All Consortium students from across the United States take an interdisciplinary seminar on the “Scottish Enlightenment: Ideas & Influences,” and then pursue the curriculum of their choosing. Pre-med students may take functional anatomy, which is an excellent preparation for applying to medical school. Glasgow itself is regarded as one of the world’s top student cities, with a vibrant social scene, great shopping, and international festivals. 

http://www.gla.ac.uk/subjects/scottishliterature/undergraduate/principia/
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FAQS about the Honors Program
What tangible benefits are there to being in the All-College Honors program?

There are five kinds of benefits: (1) small, challenging classes on unusual topics with exceptional professors, (2) the opportunity in thesis to work one-on-one with a professor on a topic of the student’s choosing, (3) the opportunity for leadership, (4) cultural enrichment that includes theatrical performances, distinguished speakers, and travel, and (5) close camaraderie with one's peers, developed through Honors housing and regular social and cultural events.

How do I become an Honors student?

The Honors director will invite high school seniors with at least two of the following academic qualifications to join the All-College Honors program: top 10 percent of their class, 94 average, 1290 SAT score (or 700 verbal), or 28 ACT score. A student with a somewhat lower score or ranking may petition the Honors director to take into account the high school's reputation; the student's demanding curriculum, and/or the student's unusual talents or commitment to community service. There is an on-line application on the Honors website for such petitions.
May I defer my admission to the Honors program?

An invitation to enter the Honors program is extended only for a student's first semester at Canisius, usually the fall semester of the freshman year.

May I enter the Honors Program after my first semester at Canisius?

Yes, but no later than your second semester at the college. Students applying in the second semester must have received a 3.50 GPA in the first semester. Students who have completed the first year at Canisius may not apply for admission to the Honors program. Transfer students may be admitted on a case-by-case basis and should contact the director.

What is the Honors Program policy on AP & IB coursework?

Honors accepts qualifying AP scores in pertinent subjects. The AP scores in academic subjects must be “4’s” or “5’s”, and the foreign language score must be “4” or better. Honors also accepts “Higher Level” IB scores of “6” and “7” in pertinent subjects.

Are there scholarships for the Honors program?

The Cupolo-Eberhard Scholarship is available to students who graduated from a Catholic high school. There is also the possibility of several $1,000 scholarships for outstanding Honors students. Students accepted into the Honors program should apply for various kinds of assistance from the college's financial aid office. Because of the strong academic record of students accepted into Honors, the likelihood of receiving financial aid is entirely probable.

Who will be my adviser in the Honors program?

The Honors director advises students in the program itself. Honors has instituted a mentoring system in which upper-class Honors students help new students adjust to the program. Honors students should also consult with a faculty adviser in the major(s) and minor(s).

Are Honors course grades weighted?

No. Unlike high school, college honors courses are not weighted in the calculation of one’s grade point average.

Will doing Honors lower my grade point?

There is a misperception that Honors courses will be harder than regular classes. Honors courses provide students and faculty the opportunity to develop ideas and engage in work that would be more difficult in a typical lecture-style class. Most students find that they actually do better in Honors classes because they find the unique course topics intrinsically interesting, they appreciate the close interaction between professors and students, and they respond to the sense of community that develops.

If I am in the Honors program, will studying abroad keep me from graduating on time?

No. The Honors program accepts up to two study-abroad courses (3 credits each) in pertinent subjects, provided that the student receives at least a "B" in them. Interested students must see the Honors director before studying abroad.

What is the thesis?

The thesis is a sustained piece of largely independent work, chosen by the student and directed by a faculty member approved by the Honors director. All topics must be "fresh" pieces of work, not enlarged term papers already written for another course.

How does an Honors student remain in good standing?

Generally speaking, Honors students are expected to receive "A's" and "B's" and graduate with a cumulative GPA of 3.25 in all courses at Canisius. Students who receive “D’s” may be placed on probation. In most cases, students who receive "F's" will be dismissed from the All-College Honors program. No one may graduate with All-College Honors distinction below a cumulative 3.00.
Will doing Honors delay my graduation date?

No. The Honors curriculum parallels the regular core.

What does it mean to "graduate with All-College Honors”?

Students who graduate with all-college honors have completed a rigorous curriculum, which is so noted on their transcripts and diplomas. Such a designation is an impressive achievement, so recognized by employers and institutions of higher learning. 

Will completing a degree with Honors help me get into 
Medical/Law /Graduate school?

Our experience tells us that deans of admission at various graduate programs are 
fully aware of the value of having completed work at the most challenging level that 
an institution provides. Obviously, there are a number of factors that govern admission to graduate programs, including overall grade point average, qualification tests 
(e.g., MCAT, LSAT, GRE), the quality of an applicant's personal statement, internships and other appropriate experience, and so on. An Honors program can help, but cannot by itself, determine one's future success. Nevertheless, participation in such a program often affords a student more opportunities for research, study abroad, internships, scholarships, and faculty mentoring, all of which enhance an applicant's resume.
If I join the Honors Program and then decide to withdraw from it later on, will I have to take additional coursework to graduate on time?

No, because all Honors courses can be fully transferred to the regular Core Curriculum.

Honors Student Association
In 2015, students in the All-College Honors Program obtained student club status on campus. This milestone marked an important step for Honors students, who are strongly encouraged to take “ownership” of the club by getting involved in leadership, organizing activities, and attending events. 
The Honors Student Association shares a common focus with the All-College Honors Program, but is organizationally distinct from it. Among other things, HSA may come up with its own wish list for Honors activities, and can apply for and manage funds it receives from the Undergraduate Student Association (USA). 

All Honors students are automatically HSA members and interested Canisius undergraduates are welcome to join as well. Many HSA events will be open to all undergraduate students at Canisius. 

HAS holds several general body meetings during the academic year, and all Canisius students are welcome to attend. 
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Recent Honors Program & Honors Club Activities

Community Building

Orientation

Chautauqua Retreat

Travel & Learn

e.g., Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Italy, NYC, Pittsburgh, Toronto, Washington

annual Jesuit Honors Conference

Academic Events

Scholars-in-Residence Program

60-Second Talks

Lunch & Learn with community leaders

e.g., the Bishop, the County Executive, the Zoo director, sports writers
Community Service

St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy on Buffalo’s East Side

ENERGY program for international children on the West Side

Canisius Community Days (Campus Ministry)
Cultural Events

Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra

Irish Classical Theatre

Opera

Buffalo Museum of Science

Albright-Knox Art Gallery

Burchfield Penny Art Center

Social Events

Ice cream socials

Snow tubing

Chat & Chew

Banquet

Honors photo contest

Escape Room

Movie night at North Park Theatre

Note

Honors depends on student initiative and interest to make any of these events occur.

Community Service
Honors students are encouraged to be “men and women for and with Others,” as the Canisius College motto puts it.

The Honors Program has developed a close relationship with St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy. A group of students heads to this independent Roman Catholic mission on Buffalo’s East Side to serve hot meals to the hungry. http://www.stlukesmissionofmercy.org/
[image: image15.png]


 
[image: image16.png]YOUTH
TUTORIN
PROGRAM

ENERGY





Many Honors students also work with refugee students who come to Westminster Presbyterian Church’s ENERGY program on the West Side. https://www.wpcbuffalo.org/energymission
Good Standing in the Honors Program

In order to remain in the All-College Honors Program, Honors students need to:

Maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher

Students will be allowed one semester of probation below the 3.25 GPA requirement, but without noticeable improvement in the following semester, the student will be dismissed from Honors. 
Make regular progress toward completing the program

Pass the Honors thesis

Be in good standing at the college
No one may graduate with All-College Honors distinction with a cumulative GPA below 3.00

Awards
There are five awards given annually in the Honors Program, usually at the annual Honors banquet in the spring semester. The Honors director and the Honors Advisory Committee decides who wins these awards.

(a) Robert J. Butler Award for Leadership
Awarded to the student(s) who has made particularly significant contributions to the 

All-College Honors Program. 

Dr. Robert J. Butler, a professor of English, served for twenty-one years as director of the Canisius All-College Honors Program (1985-2006). During that pivotal period, he increased the size of the student body, raised admissions standards, and expanded the opportunities for cultural enrichment. He is a native of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and completed his formal education at St. Michael’s College and the University of Notre Dame. He is the author or coauthor of seven books on African American literature, and is an internationally known authority on the subject. A Kenneth L. Koessler Distinguished Professor, Butler is also renowned for his dedication to teaching, his unflagging commitment to a more just society, and his passions for bicycling and the Boston Red Sox baseball team.
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(b) Kristin M. Brady Award for Excellence in All-College Honors Thesis
Awarded to the student who has written the best thesis that year. 

Kristin M. Brady graduated from Canisius College summa cum laude in 1970 as an English major and a member of the All-College Honors Program. She then served as a teacher in AmeriCorps and subsequently earned a Ph.D. in English from the University of Toronto in 1975. She taught in the English department at the University at London, Ontario, becoming a distinguished professor who won teaching awards and published widely on 19th century English literature. Her book on novelist Thomas Hardy is regarded as a landmark study. While on sabbatical in France in 1998, she died tragically in an automobile crash. Kristen Brady represented the highest ideals at Jesuit education—intellectual excellence and service to others.
(c) Amy Betros Community Service Award

Awarded to the Honors student who has contributed in exceptional ways to the betterment of the larger community.

In the Jesuit spirit of being “men & women for and with others,” the Canisius All-College Honors Program announces an award for community service. In his encyclical Dives in misericordia, Pope John Paul II declared that “Jesus Christ taught that man not only receives and experiences the mercy of God, but that he is also called ‘to practice mercy’ towards others.” This award is named for Amy Betros, who co-founded and still co-directs St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy on the East Side of Buffalo, New York, which among other services provides food, clothing, shelter, and tutoring for those in need. St. Luke's “vision,” as its website says, is “centered on God's call to evangelize. We seek to bring the love and mercy of God to those who feel abandoned by God. Jesus still suffers and thirsts in those in need, and in serving them, we serve Him.” Many Canisius Honors students have volunteered at St. Luke’s and continue to do so. 
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http://www.stlukesmissionofmercy.org/
(d) John J. Hurley Award for Academic Excellence, Leadership, & Social Justice
Awarded to the All-College Honors student graduating in the spring semester who best exemplifies the Jesuit values of academic excellence, leadership, and the promotion of justice. The award is named for the Canisius College president who was an outstanding All-College Honors student (Class of 1978) at Canisius and, since then, has exemplified the spirit of magis as a community leader, generous benefactor, and a tireless advocate of social justice.
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(e) Honors Professor of the Year
Awarded to the professor who has made exceptional contributions to the Honors Program in teaching, scholarship, and/or service. Winners are ineligible for a second award.

Graduates

Generally speaking, All-College Honors Program graduates have been highly successful. Honors students have received top international scholarships (Boren, Fulbright, Gilman), secured jobs in business (M&T Bank and PricewaterhouseCoopers), or continued their education at leading law schools (Harvard, Columbia, Notre Dame), medical schools (Johns Hopkins and UB), and graduate schools (Yale and Brandeis). In 2015, Adam Zyglis, a Canisius Honors graduate, won a Pulitzer prize for editorial cartooning at the Buffalo News.
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Administration

The Director
The All-College Honors Program is administered by an Honors director, a full-time faculty member at Canisius. The director is appointed by and responsible to the Vice President for Academic Affairs. The director is appointed for a three-year term, which is renewable. 

The Honors director is responsible for the day-to-day activities of the program; evaluates requests for waivers of Honors requirements; prepares, submits, and signs-off on the annual budget; writes the year-end report; enlists faculty to teach in the program; and works with the Admissions office to recruit students.

For the 2018-2019 academic year, Bruce Dierenfield, a professor of History and a specialist in the civil rights movement and constitutional law, will again direct the All-College Honors Program. An important part of Dr. Dierenfield’s role as director is to assist Honors students with questions and/or concerns, so Honors students are strongly encouraged to meet with him. The Honors administrative associate is Joan Wadsworth.
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Honors Advisory Committee

The Honors Advisory Committee helps the Honors director administer the All-College Honors Program. The committee consists of eight members, including the Honors director; the chair of the Core Curriculum committee or his/her designate; five members of the college faculty, including at least one from the College of Arts & Sciences, one from the School of Business, and one from the School of Education; and one student chosen by the Honors student body. HAC’s primary responsibilities are to offer advice on Honors Program policies and procedures, to review Honors course proposals, to recommend appropriate alterations in the Honors curriculum, and to participate in the Honors assessment plan.

Honors Advisory Committee
	Name
	Department/Position
	Email
@canisius.edu

	Dr. Allyson Backstrom
	Dr. George E. Schreiner '43 Pre-Medical Center 
	backstra

	Dr. Barbara Burns
	Teacher Education
	burns1

	Dr. Mick Cochrane
	English & Creative Writing
	cochrane

	Dr. Bruce Dierenfield
	Honors Program director
	dierenfb

	Dr. Jonathan Lawrence
	Religious Studies
	lawrenc7

	Dr. Stephen Chanderbhan
	Core Curriculum
	lynchp

	Pat Collins
	Honors Student Board
	collin71

	Dr. Paul Sauer
	Marketing & Information Systems
	sauer


Communication
Honors director

The Honors director, Dr. Bruce Dierenfield, is always glad to see Honors students in his History department office (Churchill Tower 607) or the Honors office (CT 606). The only way to be sure to have accurate information about Honors or to have Honors questions answered or Honors problems addressed is to visit Dr. Dierenfield. Interested students should sign up for an appointment on the director’s office door.

Honors Student Board

Each year, Honors students elect class representatives to the Honors Student Board, which plans and carries out Honors events and serves as a liaison to the Honors director. The top vote-getter serves as president of the Honors Student Board. The president of the Honors Student Board for 2018-2019 is Pat Collins, a graduate of Canisius High School and a junior Finance major at Canisius College.
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Pat Collins
Honors Advisory Committee

The Honors Program receives recommendations from the Honors Advisory Committee, which includes an Honors student representative.

Email

The Honors director and Honors Student Board rely on the college’s email system to contact Honors students. It is imperative that Honors students make sure that they receive Honors emails. 

Honors Newsletter

The digital version of the Honors Post-Journal, which is written and edited by Honors students, provides Honors students, Honors faculty, the Honors Advisory Committee, college administrators, and Honors alumni with information about the All-College Honors Program. Students may make submissions to the journal, e.g., study-abroad experiences, Op-Ed pieces, creative writing.

Contact Information

Honors Staff

	Honors Program position
	Name
	Office(s)
	Email
@canisius.edu
	Phone

	Director
	Dr. Bruce Dierenfield
	CT 606 & 607
	dierenfb
	888-2683

	Administrative associate
	Joan Wadsworth
	CT 516
	wadsworj
	888-2215

	Administrative associate
	Alice Steltermann
	HO 206
	stelter
	888-2340


Honors Student Board/Honors Student Association
	Name
	Class
	Position
	Email
@canisius

	Executive Board

	Pat Collins
	2020
	President
	collin71

	Amanda Popovski
	2020
	Vice-President
	popovska

	Claire Rosenecker
	2021
	Treasurer
	rosenec2

	Anna Gullo
	2021
	Secretary
	gullo8

	Jacob Dollendorf
	2021
	Communications
	dollendj

	

	Class representatives

	Josh Canavan
	2019
	
	canavan2

	Lauren Reno
	2019
	
	renol

	Msaada Nancumba
	2019
	
	nankumbm

	Cam Rosenecker
	2019
	
	rosenec1

	

	Justin Begley
	2020
	
	begleyj

	Pat Collins
	2020
	
	collin71

	Amanda Popovski
	2020
	
	popovska

	Lauryn Saldana
	2020
	
	saldanal

	

	Jacob Dollendorf
	2021
	
	dollendj

	Anna Gullo
	2021
	
	gullo8

	Claire Rosenecker
	2021
	
	rosenec2

	Clare Smokowski
	2021
	
	smokowsc

	

	
	2022
	
	

	
	2022
	
	

	
	2022
	
	

	
	2022
	
	


Student assistants for the Honors Program
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