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his issue of Canisius College 
Magazine contains perhaps 
the biggest news since 1908

when the college announced it
would move from Washington
Street in downtown Buffalo to “the
country” at Main and Jefferson.

In the nine years I have been
at Canisius, our alumni and
friends both here in Buffalo and
around the country have made it
a point to tell me what a colossal
mistake it was that the college
did not purchase the Sears
Roebuck building when the store
closed in 1980.  I have consis-
tently said that the building
would be a great addition to the
campus and that I hoped that we
could arrange to purchase it at
some future date.

Well, the future is here for
Canisius and we stand on the
verge of some great things.  In
the BlueCross BlueShield building
and ramp, we will get a 237,000
square foot office building (to put
that in perspective, the building is
1-1/2 times the size of Old Main
and Lyons Hall put together).  
It will enable us to create a 
comprehensive, state-of-the-art 
science building to build on the
strength of our great science pro-
grams. Perhaps most important for

some who find campus parking a
nightmare, it gives us control of a
1,300 car parking facility. In short,
this is a tremendous opportunity
that we were determined not to
let pass this time around.

There are challenges ahead,

to be sure.  We must complete a
campus wide master plan to
determine how we will make use
of this building.  We must put
into place a plan for securing the
necessary funding for the pur-
chase price and the renovation.
At the same time, we must 
continue to make progress
toward our goal of becoming a

more residential college with
more students coming from
beyond the Western New York
area.  This will mean constructing
additional residence halls to 
complement the 1,400 beds that
we have on campus currently.
The challenges are great, but I
am confident in the ability of our
Canisius faculty and staff, and our
alumni and friends to respond 
to them.

We also include in this issue
our annual Honor Roll of donors
to Canisius College.  After Sept-
ember 11th and in the wake of so
much negative economic news,
many were concerned about the
ability of colleges and universities
to continue raising the funds needed
to sustain their operations.  I am
happy to report that our Canisius
alumni and friends responded
once again and I am grateful for
your generous support.

With all personal best wishes
from the campus!

Sincerely,

Rev. Vincent M. Cooke, S.J.
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