FACULTY FOCUS by Kristin E. Etu ‘91

THE Frank G. raiCHLE Pre-1aw program commemorates

“Twould advise no student to become only
a dry parchment lawyer concerned solely
with preparation for the practice of this
profession. Arich cultural development
through the medium of a liberal arts
education, such as Canisius offers, is an
essential part of a lawyer’s education.
Nonetheless, the student’s selection of
courses within this framework should
include those parts of the curriculum that
will aid him in the study, and later in the
practice, of law. If the establishment of this
law center can benefit young men and
women who are considering our profession
as a career, I will feel well rewarded.”
—Frank G. RAICHLE HON. '68
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a quarter century of academic excellence
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tacey L. Budzinski ’06 was just 10 years
old when she realized she wanted to be a
lawyer.

“I liked to argue and | could talk for hours on
any given subject,” recalls Budzinski, a political
science/European studies major.

Her parents encouraged her to choose a career
that would enable her to positively impact society,
so law seemed like a natural choice. Thanks in part
to a man she never knew, Budzinski will take a
major step forward on her path to practicing law
when she enters George Washington University
School of Law next fall.

That man is the late Frank G. Raichle HON. 68
and this spring, the Frank G. Raichle Pre-Law
Center at Canisius College, one of the first under-
graduate pre-law centers in the United States,
marks its 25th anniversary. Although it has been a
quarter century since Raichle endowed the center,
time has not distorted the original intentions of its
founder: To provide pre-professional counseling
and advisement; new courses; and extracurricular
activities in the field of law that enrich the campus’
understanding of the role of law in American
society (specifically through the Frank G. Raichle
Lecture Series). In addition, the endowment
enables eight need-based scholarships of up to
$4,000 to be awarded each year, to juniors and
seniors who intend to study law.

“Many pre-law programs may have different
aspects of what we do but | don’t think very many
have the total package” says Peter J. Galie, PhD,
chair of political science and director of the Frank
G. Raichle Pre-Law Center.

Since 1981, several hundred aspiring lawyers
have passed through the center’s doors, and 120
Canisius pre-law students, like Budzinski, proudly
call themselves Frank G. Raichle Scholars. The
results speak for themselves. Ninety percent of
Raichle Scholars continue on to law school, seven
obtained PhDs and three won Fulbright Scholarships.

Frank Raichle was a nationally-recognized
Buffalo trial attorney and leader of the American
Bar Association. He practiced law for more than
six decades and his high-profile client list included
General Motors, Paramount Pictures and the Buffalo
Bills, among others. But Raichle was probably best
known for his brief defense of Roy M. Cohn, the
controversial lawyer and close advisor to Senator
Joseph R. McCarthy. The 1964 case, in which Cohn
was accused of perjury and obstruction of justice,
ended in a mistrial (Cohn was later acquitted).

“Frank took unpopular cases from a society
standpoint,” says Ralph L. Halpern, partner at
Jaeckle Fleischmann & Mugel, LLP, and Raichle’s
close friend and law partner for 28 years. “His theory
was that everybody is entitled to the best lawyer they
can obtain, otherwise the system breaks down.”

Although he never attended a class at Canisius,
Raichle clearly understood how a Jesuit education
would benefit generations of future lawyers. His
admiration for the college was developed during his
service on the Board of Regents from 1966-1975.
But even after his tenure ended, Raichle remained
loyal to Canisius and its values as a Catholic, Jesuit
institution.

Frank A. Sedita I11 83 was among the first
Raichle Scholars and so grateful for his scholarship

TOP LAW SCHOOLS
WHERE CANISIUS
GRADUATES HAVE
BEEN ACCEPTED:

Harvard - Georgetown - Columbia
- Duke - University of Virginia -
UCLA - Cornell - Michigan

Boston College - George Washington
University - William and Mary -
Notre Dame
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LAW SCHOOL
ACCEPTANCE RATES
FOR CANISIUS
COLLEGE SENIORS:
2000 - 2005 85%
1995 - 2005 86%



The generous gift from Frank G. Raichle has
enabled the college to bring prominent speakers
to the campus as part the pre-law program,
including (I-r):

1987 - Hon. Rudolph W. Giuliani
United States Attorney,
Southern District of New York

1989 - Chief Justice Hon. William Rehnquist
United States Supreme Court

1995 - Hon. Sandra Day O'Connor
United States Supreme Court

1996 - Hon. Janet Reno
United States Attorney General




