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Sudbury Wolves. Foligno’s two brothers also play hockey: Nick for the
Oftawa Senators and Marcus for the Sudbury Wolves.

Foligno and her siblings were born in Buffalo and the area served
as their “"home base,” until 1997, when their father accepted a
coaching job with the NHL's Colorado Avalanche. But the Foligno

L ; ' sisters chose Canisius College for their educations because they
LK DAV‘S -~ were familiar with Western New York and its people. Foligno says
L Canisius also reinforces many of the values her parents instilled in
her from an early age.

‘I feel a personal need fo perform service work because it fulfills
me and helps me to grow in my Catholic faith,” says Foligno, who
recalls helping her mother deliver food for the Meals on Wheels
Program. “I want fo spend as much time volunteering as possible.”

She already does. Foligno participated in several of the college’s
outreach projects and charity fund raisers, including the
Thanksgiving Food Drive and the Cancer Relay for Life. She also
participated in a service-learning project at the Niagara Lutheran
Church Home, where she played bingo, sewed quilts and kept the
elderly residents company. If time allows, Foligno volunteers with the
Buffalo Sabres Alumni Foundation, an organization she has a
particular affinity for considering her father’s history with the feam
and its influence on her family.

Her father’s hockey career required the family to move nine times
fo six different cities in the United States and Canada over the
course of 18 years. It was the nature of the game and it came with
challenges.

“The experience made me stronger and able to quickly adapt to
new situations,” says Foligno. “My parents and three siblings became
my five best friends.

Foligno plans to pursue a career in sports marketing and athletic
promotion. Most recently, the Department of Marketing recognized
Foligno with its Academic Excellence Award. And no matter where

| i y her career takes her, Foligno’s heart will remain close to her family,

} \ which now calls Sudbury, Ontario home.
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Foligno’s negotiations with the 31 other SAAC representatives
established community service requirements for each of the
college’s 16 sports teams. All student-athletes now participate in
Canisius College Community Day and Habitat for Humanity. They
must also volunfeer regularly at a local soup kitchen. Foligno also
collaborated with campus ministry to establish a volunteer program
within Catholic Central School, the Jesuit San Miguel Middle School
in Buffalo. Canisius student-athletes play sports with the students
and assist them with their homework after school.

“As college students, it is our responsibility fo share with younger
kids the positive impressions that we received growing up,” says
Foligno. “If we can inspire them to think about going to college,
that’s even better.”

Those who know Foligno say her enthusiasm is infectious.

“Lisa is very outgoing and vocal,” says Traci E. Murphy, associate
director of athlefics, who supervises the SAAC. “She easily raises the
level of infensity and excitement.”

Foligno’s passion on and off the field may be genetic. Her great
uncle, Eddie Giacomin, was a popular goaltender for the NHL's New
York Rangers during the 1960s and early 1970s. Many Buffalonians
remember her father, Mike Foligno, a feisty forward for the Buffalo
Sabres from 1982-1991. He now coaches the Ontario Hockey League'’s
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