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REV. VINCENT M. COOKE, S.J.

There is a tendency to think of Canisius as the college with approximately
5,000 students enrolled at any one time plus our faculty and staff which
numbers more than 900. Indeed, most of our day-to-day efforts are
focused on delivering the best possible education and related services to
our students and that is a significant undertaking.

The Canisius family, however, includes our nearly 35,000 living alumni and
close friends. And when you begin to think about retired faculty and staff,
current and former trustees and the many individuals whose lives we have
touched in some way, it is clear that the Canisius enterprise is significantly
larger. Engaging members of this larger Canisius family in the day-to-day
work of the college is a challenge.

We are fortunate that our alumni respond so willingly. In just the past few
months, | have been reminded again and again of the important roles
alumni can play in the college. We had 6,851 alumni participate in the
college’s annual fund that just concluded. That is an increase of 1,003
alumni donors over last year and helped boost the alumni participation
rate in the annual fund to 27.8 percent, a very respectable figure. Participation
rates matter in many ways, perhaps the most public of which is the U.S.
News & World Report annual rankings of colleges and universities.

We welcomed our Alumni Association Board of Directors and the leaders
of our many regional chapters to campus recently for a two-day leadership
workshop. There they discussed ways to make alumni involvement a bigger
priority for more of our ranks. In June, we welcomed more than 800 people
to campus for our Alumni Weekend.

Alumni are giving generously of their time and talent in many other ways,
most notably on the college’s Board of Trustees, Board of Regents and
Alumni Association Board. But there are many other advisory boards and
councils operating at the college. Some of our medical alumni have
agreed to serve on a Medical Advisory Board to assist the college and its
pre-med students with the pre-med program. Several people interested in
government and lobbying are assisting the college in developing its
government relations strategies. Our Council on Accountancy is well-
established and provides our accountancy program with assistance on
curriculum, job and internship placements, and financial aid. Our Wehle
School of Business Advisory Council brings alumni and friends together to
address key issues that face our entire business education programs.
Individual alumni are also involved in student recruitment and career
counseling and placement, two key priorities of the Alumni Association.

I am tremendously grateful for these many gifts alumni bestow on alma mater.
Your involvement is making Canisius a stronger institution.
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