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The fall semester opened with a bright, energetic group of
freshman on campus, residence halls nearly filled to capacity,
the introduction of the new core curriculum and several

new academic programs in place.

The semester also opened with our annual Mass of the Holy
Spirit, celebrated on a beautiful late summer day with a
procession across campus led by a bagpiper and faculty in
full academic regalia. The Mass of the Holy Spirit is a great
tradition at Catholic colleges and universities. It allows us to
commence with the academic year as we begin all things as
Christians: recalling that we are in the presence of God and

asking the Father, Son and Holy Spirit to guide and bless

our endeavors.

We have come to see the Mass of the Holy Spirit as an important bonding event for new and
returning students, which reminds them that there is something different and unique about a
Catholic Jesuit university. It is part of a larger picture here at Canisius that has us explore numerous

initiatives to enhance our religious identity.

Our Campus Ministry Office is recruiting faculty, staff and students to explore Jesuit spirituality
through a diverse set of retreat offerings. Last year more than 20 people enrolled in the 19th
Annotation Retreat based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola. This is an intensive
program that requires a significant commitment but our campus ministers have developed less

intensive programs to meet the needs of students and staff.

Members of the college’s staff are also enrolled in the Ignatian Colleagues Program, a collaborative
venture of 24 of the Jesuit universities and sponsoring provinces, which is designed to provide

emerging leaders in our schools with a deeper understanding of Ignatian values and Jesuit history.

Initiatives such as these are increasingly important as we continue to expand the collaboration
between the Jesuits and the lay staff, and faculty here at Canisius. Rest assured that this is a high
priority.

God bless you,
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