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T he 60th anniversary of the Allied powers’ la n d i ng 

at Norma n dy Be ach on D-Day bro ug ht forth yet 

a n ot her memoir of courage and sel f less devot ion by a

son of Ca n i s i us Col le ge.

Rob ert R. “Duke” May na rd of Bristol, CT app e a red on my

d o orstep in 2000 inqu i r i ng ab o ut J o seph E. Dri s c o ll ’43,
who was killed while on act ive duty in Norma n dy on Ju ly 27,

19 44.  I gave May na rd cop i es of the A z uw u r p ages with

D r i s c oll’s sen ior class portrait (he was pres i dent of his class )

and an eer i ly pres c i ent let ter written to the Sen ior Class in

w h i ch Driscoll re m i n ded me m b ers of the class that they were

ab o ut to com b at the “ma el st rom of savagery now ramp a nt ”

and that they wo u ld be ex p e cted to “serve our God and our

c o u ntry with every ounce of our courage.”   

This much we knew, pl us the fact that Driscoll was counte d

as one of 64 Ca n i s i us grad uates to lose his life in Wor ld War II.

D u ke May na rd has now filled in the gaps.

Ea r ly in the morn i ng of Ju ly 27, 19 44, May na rd and Driscol l,

b oth infa ntry scout s, were in the fields east of Norma n dy ,

d o i ng ad vance work for the Allied forc es as they began the

push towa rd Pa r i s.  The day before had been very eventful for

May na rd and Driscoll as ab o ut a dozen German tro ops had

s u rren dered to them in the field.  They were pro c e e d i ng in

t heir re c on na i ssance as fast as they could walk when May na rd

felt somet h i ng hit him.  He fell to the gro u n d, knock i ng out his

front te et h.  He had been st ruck in the thro at by enemy fire and

was spu rt i ng blood.  Within secon d s, Driscoll was at his side

us i ng first May na rd’s aid kit and then his own to bind

May na rd’s wound.  He pu l led May na rd to sa fer ground and

t u rned to seek medical help.  As he sto o d, he cried out, “I’ve

b e en hit.  I’ve been hit.”  May na rd never saw him hit the

g round.  He lapsed in and out of con s c io us ness for a long per io d

u ntil medical help arr ived.  When the medics arr ived they told

him Driscoll had been kille d .

A very grateful Duke May na rd has lived for 60 years with

this vivid me m ory of Driscoll’s noble act of courage.  He wrote

to me last year, “You at Ca n i s i us Col le ge should be awa re 

of and pro ud to have such a true hero among the ranks of 

your grad uates.”  Amen, Duke May na rd. Re q u iesc as in Pac e,

Jos e ph E. Driscoll ‘43.                                        – John J. Hu r ley ’78

– Rob ert R. “Duke” May na rd

J o seph E. Dri s c o ll ’43


