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A Photo Essay 

  
The first day we visited the lower ninth ward, the area that was hardest hit 
by Katrina.  Pictured with Katrina survivor, Robert  Green is Paul Synor ’66. 
 

 
Robert Green lost both his mother and granddaughter  in Katrina.  They 

were on the roof of their home waiting to be rescue d…help never arrived. 



 
In front of Robert Green’s FEMA trailer are Shannon  Katra 09, Paul Synor 
’66, Paul Gersitz ’64, Robert Green, Tim Blewett ’6 7, Xavier Hunter ’09, and 
Dean Becker, Canisius Administrator from our Facili ties Management 
Team.  

 

 
New homes are being built!   The sign on the lawn s ays Our Church is 
Back!   Today there is much hope and new life in the lower  ninth ward.  
Robert Green and his family will be in their new ho use by June 09.   



Much of the work that has been done has been by fai th based 
organizations.  It really is God’s work.     

   
Small groups like ours from Canisius are helping to  rebuild the city brick-
by-brick.  Pictured is our Canisius group in front of Habitat for Humanity 
Musicians’ village. http://www.habitat-
nola.org/projects/musicians_village.php  

    
We work rebuilding homes with Operation Helping Hands .  It is a program 
of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New Orl eans.   
 

   
Sometimes we work on tasks together and sometimes w e work alone. 
(Bottom left: Kim Bissett ’88, Xavier Hunter ’09, D ean Becker, and Tim 
Blewett ’67.   Bottom right Paul Synor ’66.) 



This year our trip was blessed by having two member s of the Class of 2009 
Shannon Katra and Xavier Hunter.   
 

                
                        Xavier working with Operation Helping Hands 
 

                            
Shannon helps prepare lunch for New Orleans homeles s population at 
Harry Tompson Rebuild Center.    
 



The Harry Tompson Rebuild Center serves the large h omeless population 
that is still displaced after Katrina.   
 
 

 
 
To learn more about the center http://www.harrytompsoncenter.org/  and 
http://www.presentationsisters.org/ministry/lantern -light.php  
 
 
 
We toured the facility in addition to preparing and  serving a meal to the 
homeless . 

 

             
 

 
Kim Bissett ‘88 and Dr. Helen Hull-Sanders (Biology ) getting ready to serve 
the sandwiches. 
 



                      
 
Sister Enid Storey, PBVM, pictured with Tim Blewett , ’67, told us that the 
depth of faith of the homeless is incredible. Every day someone tells her 
“Sister, I am so blessed.” 
 
 
 

    
 
We came across these two statues during our work-St . Joseph at the food 
serving line at the Tompson Rebuild Center and Mary  the Mother of God in 
Catholic Charities parking lot.    
 



Each group of volunteers signs the appreciation wal l, which is displayed at 
Catholic Charities Operation Helping Hands headquar ters.  

 
  

 
 

 

                
This year’s participants are in front of the wall.  Pictured bottom row: Dean 
Becker, Joe Van Volkenburg ’88 and Campus Minister,  Xavier Hunter ’09, 
Tim Blewett ’67, Paul Synor ‘66.  Top row: Mary Syn or, Shannon Katra ’09, 
Kim Bissett ’88 and Paul Gersitz ’64. (missing from  picture Dr. Helen Hull-
Sanders) 



 
We hope these pictures help tell the story of Campu s Ministry’s 
Alumni/Staff Service and Immersion Program in New O rleans.  Each of us 
entered into the week with the anticipation of help ing and serving others, 
but  we found that we were served far beyond what w e could have ever 
imagined. We felt blessed. We had a profound sense of gratitude for one 
another and for God.  We returned home renewed and full of life.    
 
If you are an alumnus of Canisius, faculty/staff me mber or a friend of the 
college please consider participating in the progra m in May 2010.  For more 
information contact Joe Van Volkenburg, vanvolkj@canisius.edu , 716-888-
2875.   
 
 
 
 

AMDG 
Ad maiorem Dei gloriam- For the Greater Glory of God  

 
 
 
 
 

Campus Ministry at Canisius College 
 
 
 
 


