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School partnerships
The Canisius College School of Education and Human Services

is actively engaged in the community with its partnerships with

Buffalo City and Catholic Schools. The programs include staff

and parent training, and direct service as student teachers. 

The Summer in the City Program is another way Canisius 

stays involved. Funded by a state grant, Canisius education 

students teach literacy, math and exam skills to Buffalo Public

School students.

Often times giving back means helping people move forward

in new directions. As part of student teaching assignments,

Canisius students are asked to identify needs and then create

the plan to meet them. Buffalo’s School 17 is one example of

what creativity and dedication can accomplish. In just two

short years, Canisius students transformed four barren concrete

courtyards into beautiful oases with plants, bird feeders and

wind chimes. 

They serve as outdoor classrooms and a place where coun-

selors work with children. Now plans are now in the works to

connect this new outdoor environment into the elementary

school curriculum.

p American Red Cross 
Life Project

p Buffalo Boys and Girls Clubs

p Benedict House: AIDS
Residence

p Cantalician Centers for Adults 
and Children

p Canine Helpers for the
Handicapped

p Computers for Children

p Holy Cross Head Start

p Jefferson Avenue YWCA

p Journey’s End Refugee Services

p School 45: The International
School

p School 17

p School 54

p Tapestry Charter School

p The Weinberg Campus

These are just some of the schools and agencies
with which we work:



Canisius College not only teaches its students to be leaders, it also places

a strong importance in leading by example. That’s why the college creates

programs and services to fill particular needs that until now have gone

unanswered in our community. These special programs in our community

empower people and organizations to achieve success!

community service
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Canisius students and staff assist with neighborhood clean-up following the October 2006 surprise snowstorm.



c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e
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Women’s Business Center and the
Center for Professional Development
The college also has a direct impact on the economy through

its work for non-profit agencies, small businesses and entrepre-

neurs, as well as the executives, managers and supervisors of

local companies and not-for-profit organizations.

The Women’s Business Center (WBC), located in

Demerly Hall on Main Street, offers training, counseling and

mentoring services for women and men who run their own

businesses, or hope to do so. Sponsored by a Small Business

Administration grant, the center has provided assistance to

thousands of people since it opened in January 2004.

The college’s Center for Professional Development, located

at the Canisius Center @ Amherst, provides managerial training

in areas including human resources, purchasing, insurance adminis-

tration and other business-related activities. The center bi-annually

produces The Women’s Leadership Conference, which attracts

more than 400 participants. It provides helpful professional and

business development, as well as networking opportunities.

The Connections Program
The Connections Research and Treatment Program at Canisius

College now gives parents of children with Asperger’s Disorder

(AD), a high functioning form of autism, good reason to be

optimistic about the future.

The program, held in cooperation with Summit

Educational Resources and the University of Buffalo, facilitates

the social development and communicative skills of AD children

through the use of highly structured and targeted activities.

Children attend the six-week summer program for six hours a

day, five days a week. Even though the program is extensive,

the activities are designed to engage the children and hold

their interest.

Lights, camera, action
The Canisius College Video Institute provides students with the

opportunity to put their classroom lessons to work on projects

that will benefit the college and the community at large. Students

produce documentaries and promotional videos for local and

international not-for-profit and service agencies that otherwise

would not have the resources to tell their stories this way.

Not only do the organizations benefit but Canisius students

also get real world video production experience that will jump

start their careers, in addition to valuable lessons in leadership

and community service. Some of the organizations that have

benefited from this college-community collaboration include

Hunter’s Hope, Viva La Casa, Catholic Central Schools,

Journey’s End Refugee Services and the Frank Lloyd Wright

Rowing Boat House.



We like to say that Canisius College is the place where leaders are made. But

we know that leadership takes on many forms and one of the most important

is giving back to community. We see each day how service to community can

make the impossible happen. That’s precisely why community service is a

way of life at Canisius. 

Canisius College
and community building
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