
When the opportunity presented 
itself to accompany Dr. Dierenfield 
and a few other Canisius College 
students to Ghana, West Africa, for 
spring break in 2008, I jumped at the 
chance to embark on what I knew 
would be an exciting experience.  

Because this was my first time 
traveling internationally, the trip 
required a great deal of preparation. 
Right up until the night before we 
left, the thought that I was actually 
going to AFRICA was surreal! After 
enduring a cocktail of about six dif-
ferent vaccinations, receiving my 
malaria pill prescription, and packing 
lightly as Dr. D had suggested, I was 
ready to go.    

One would have figured that being 
delayed and de-boarded from two 
separate Delta airline flights over a 
period of eleven hours in the Buffalo 
airport was a sign that our group just 
should not be going on the trip. But 
after pulling into JFK airport with 
twenty minutes until our flight to 
Accra, Ghana, was scheduled to 
leave, we made a mad dash to the 

gate and were finally on our 
way…sans luggage that arrived 
five days later! 

Once in Africa, the trip was 
everything I expected and more. 
The cities in the old “Gold Coast” 
were well developed and filled 
with beautiful memorials to the 
country’s recent independence on 
March 6, 1957, and their first 
president Kwame Nkrumah whose 
tomb is designed as upside down 
machetes to represent peace.   

After touring NAACP-founder 
W.E.B Du Bois’ home, we had 
the pleasure of shopping in one of 
the largest Arts Centers in Ghana 
which resulted in my running 
back to the tour bus after only an 
hour of what turned out to be the 
most overwhelming shopping 
experience I had ever had!   

The Ghanaians are extremely 
friendly as well as aggressive 
when you enter a marketplace, 
and their tradition of bargaining is 
something Americans are not used 
to. Traveling westward to Cape 
Coast and Elmina, we visited two 
amazing slave castles, took a walk 

in the canopy of Kakum National 
Park’s rainforest, and enjoyed a 
boat ride on the lagoon in a large 
fishing village. On Easter Sunday 
morning in Elmina, I attended part 
of a Catholic Church service that 
was spoken in a tribal language, 
even though the nation’s official 
language is English. Traveling 
northward to Kumasi, we visited 
the legendary Ashanti craft vil-
lages where beautiful wood carv-
ings and kente cloth are made. I 
purchased fabric one day and had 
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an entire traditional kente cloth 
outfit prepared for me by the next 
day! The last stretch of the trip 
involved seeing Mole National 
Park where elephants, antelope, 
baboons, warthogs, and green 
monkeys roam. 

Having the opportunity to visit 
both northern and southern cities 
in Ghana provided us with a full 
spectrum of how different the 
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On January 20th, I was given 
yet another opportunity to attend a 
performance at the Kavinoky Thea-
tre located on the D’Youville Col-
lege Campus.   

The play performed was the 
captivating and mentally stimulating 
Twelve Angry Men written by 
Reginald Rose.   

Filled with questions of moral-
ity and enticing debate, the play kept 
the audience both engaged and capti-
vated for the duration of the per-
formance.  I was particularly im-

pressed with the job done by the 
Kavinoky theatre production team 
in regards to casting.  All of the 
actors made stunning perform-
ances that helped to further enrich 
and dramatize the already exciting 
script.   

As further evidence to the 
good quality of the performance, 
honors student Jessica Stoddard 
commented "I've seen this play 
enacted several times and this was 
by far the best performance."   

I can’t wait until the next 
performance at the Kavinoky 
theatre. 
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As the second semester winds 
down and students prepare for sum-
mer and careers ahead, Honors 
students are looking for ways to 
relax and get away for awhile. This 
opportunity manifested itself in the 
2008 Honors Banquet.  

Approximately 150 Honors 
students and faculty attended the 
Spring Honors Banquet at Pearl 
Street Grill & Brewery on Wednes-
day evening for a night of recogni-
tion and relaxation.  

This was the first Honors Ban-
quet for many in attendance, in-
cluding myself. I enjoyed sitting at 
a table with Religion professor 
Becky Krawiec, and we talked 
about everything from the Boston 
Red Sox (her favorite team) to the 
excellent food that we had for din-
ner. 

Dinner included a buffet style 
meal prepared by the Pearl Street 
cooks. The meal consisted of salad, 
rolls & butter, steamed veggies, 
mashed potatoes, macaroni & 
cheese, grilled chicken, and to-die-
for pot roast. For dessert, Dolci 
Bakery prepared a delicious 
“Chocolate Intensity” cake. All 
told, it was a fantastic meal and 
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Living on the Honors Floor 
(3rd) in Dugan Hall is one of the 
best parts of my Canisius experi-
ence. The people are extremely 
friendly and willing to help out 
with homework and studying any-
time. As you walk down the halls, 
most people keep their doors 
propped open, inviting others to 
stop by to talk or just hang out. Not 
a day goes by where people are not 
in my room playing cards, watch-
ing movies, playing video games, 
or studying. The suites in Dugan 
Hall are really nice because they 
provide a wonderful place to con-
gregate. Dugan provides a great 
atmosphere in which we can bal-
ance our studying and school work 

with fun and games. 
Being part of the Honors 

Floor has really shaped my col-
lege experience in a positive 
way. This is in part due to the 
hard work of Bob Grimaldi as 
our RA. Bob is a very interesting 
individual and he is there to 
hang out. It is quite often that he 
challenges residents to video 
games or Kan Jam (and loses), 
but still makes the environment 
welcoming and fun for every-
one. 

Another benefit of living on 
the Honors Floor is the tightly 
knit relationships that are 
formed. We are in many of the 
same classes each day, and we 
often study together. The sense 
of camaraderie that has been 

established on the floor is tre-
mendous. People are always 
willing to lend a helping hand if 
you have questions, which is 
quite an asset to have as a fresh-
man. 

Friendships formed on the 
Honors Floor will last forever. 
Already, in making next year’s 
room requests, many of us are 
sticking together, hoping to stay 
in Dugan Hall and build upon 
the experiences we have had this 
year. If I had not chosen to live 
on the Honors Floor, my experi-
ence and enjoyment in the Hon-
ors Program and at Canisius 
would be incomplete. I have 
truly made life-long friends here, 
and have enjoyed every minute 
of it. I would not have liked to 
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Dierenfield also inaugurated the 
first annual Honors Faculty 
Member of the Year award, rec-
ognizing this year’s recipient, 
Robert J. Butler, a student favor-
ite at Canisius College.  

Words cannot explain the 
respect that Dr. Butler has 
among his peers and students. 

Following such recognition, 
there was a rendition of David 
Letterman’s “Top 10” list on 
“Why I’m Glad I’m in the Hon-
ors Program.”  

After various members of 
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eat some “home cooked food” 
that was very different from the 
institutional food served on cam-
pus by Chartwells.  

It also gave the seniors a 
chance to eat with their fellow 
Honors students and faculty for 
the final time before graduation. 

Dinner was followed by 
remarks by Dr. Bruce Dieren-
field, who recognized the multi-
tude of accomplishments that 
Honors students have achieved 
this past year.  

Recognition was given to 
Fulbright scholars, job place-
ments, and graduate school ac-
ceptances.  

A round of applause was 
elicited for all the seniors who 
completed their senior Honors 
thesis and to those behind the 
scenes in the Honors Student 
Council, especially chair Adam 
Pendleton.  

Lauren Fish, Rachael Mor-
lock, and Duyen Nguyen re-
ceived the Kristen M. Brady 
award for best senior thesis, and 
Colleen Hawkes was recognized 
for the newly-named Robert J. 
Butler Leadership Award. Dr. 

the Honors community confessed to 
their delight in finishing their the-
ses, surviving challenging profes-
sors, and enjoying the food and fun, 
new Academic vice president Scott 
Chadwick had the number one rea-
son for being part of the Honors 
Program: he is empowered to 
“assess” it. The seniors (Haley Bu-
rakowski, Colleen Hawkes, Jared 
Hojnacki, Kelly Menzel, Peter 
Schank, Paul Stage, and Adam Wal-
ters) then performed the famed 
senior skit, during which they im-
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looked both tired and relieved as 
they handed over their final the-
sis papers to Dr. Dierenfield. 

Though the old grand piano 
was gone, an electronic keyboard 
made a suitable replacement, and 
Gabrielle Paoletti was able to 
entertain the attendees with some 

������%�������!����������!���

It was that time of the holi-
day season that comes around 
every year—time for the annual 
Honors Christmas Party. Al-
though I’m a sophomore, this 
was my first Honors Christmas 
Party, and I realized that I abso-
lutely missed out on a good time 
last year. 

The party was held in the 
Grupp Fireside Lounge in the 
Student Center. The atmosphere 
was set with decorative stream-
ers and beads, and the tables 
were covered with wrapping 
paper. A candle in the center of 
each table created the perfect 
accent.  

Students began arriving at 2 
o’clock and were able to de-
stress from the pressures of 
school with some Christmas 
music and a variety of party 
foods. Chartwells Food Service 
provided beverages and cookies 
that students could decorate in 
the spirit of the Christmas sea-
son.  

Senior students in particular 
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and are followed just as closely, 
which is to say, hardly at all.  

There are also perks to liv-
ing here. For instance, nowhere 
else on campus can you get a 

room all your own or find upper-
classmen housing right in the hub 
of Canisius.  

There are also some events 
held just for the residents of the 
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My first experience with the 

Honors House was on my first 
campus tour. The tour guide 
pointed to the rather squat little 
building nestled between Loyola 
Hall and the Wehle Technology 
Center and said, “That’s the Hon-
ors House. The only people who 
live there are a bunch of girls 
who only want to study. There 
are 24 hour quiet hours. Every-
one stays away from there.”  

Coming to Canisius, this 
was how I thought of the Honors 
House and those who lived there.  
And then I met them. 

After almost a full year of 
living in the Honors House, I can 
safely say that this stigma about 
life in George Martin Hall is a 
myth. Although the house had 
been all-girls this past year, the 
quiet hours follow the same rules 
as the rest of the campus housing, 
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� Honors House. One such event is the 
annual dinner with George Martin, 
the college’s special counsel, for 
whom the house is named.  

Held early in the fall semester, 
Mr. Martin treated the students to 
dinner at the prestigious Buffalo Club 
this year.  

In addition to the George Martin 
dinner, the Office of Residence Life 
recently hosted an event which in-
cluded a formal dinner of Chartwells 
best cuisine followed by Little Thea-
ter’s production of Night Watch.   

And, lest we forget that most of 
us are actually here to learn some-
thing, there is always the 3:00 am 
cramming session in one of the 
lounges the night before a test or the 
unfortunate senior whose thesis is due 
the next day to remind us.   

All things considered, life is 
good in George Martin Hall. 
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lives of middle class people are com-
pared to the incredibly poor.  

On our way to meet with a tribal 
chief in Larabanga, the largest Mus-
lim village in Ghana, we saw children 
carrying their stools on their heads 
while coming home from one-room 
schoolhouses that were up to seven 
miles from their villages.  

Our tour of Ghana, which was 
given by the highly respected Land 
Tours Ghana, Ltd., Company, came to 
an end after visiting the beautiful 
Kintampo Waterfalls and the Man-
hyia Palace where the Ashanti Kings 
and Queen mothers lived until 1974. 

Ghana is a very stable and beautiful 
country that I would definitely visit 
again. The nine days I spent in there 
this past March provided me with the 
most exciting and unforgettable ex-
perience of my life! 
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festive Christmas tunes.  
As always, the Honors 

Christmas party was rounded off 
with the traditional game of Jeop-
ardy with the part of the host, 
Alex Trebek, played by Paul 
Stage.  

The boys versus girls game 
was very intense, leaving the 
boys with a slight victory over 
the girls (even though some of 
the playing methods may have 
been questionable). 

Overall, the party was an 

afternoon of good fun and relaxa-
tion in the Christmas spirit. 
Amanda Chase, a sophomore art 
history major, remarked, “It was 
a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon, 
and it was nice to be able to see 
all the Honors students in an 
atmosphere outside of class.”  

Megan Brenner, a sopho-
more psychology major, also 
enjoyed the party: “I liked the 
Christmas party because it was a 
chance for the Honors students to 
just relax and not have to worry 
about all of our studies. I think 
that it is nice to have this time to 
interact with the professors so 
they can come to know us on a 
more personal level.” 

I think that once again the 
Honors Christmas party can be 
labeled as a success.  

Special thanks to Dr. Dier-
enfield, the Honors Student 
Council and everyone else who 
made this event so enjoyable. I, 
as well as  other honors students, 
look forward to the festivities 
next year. 
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and friendly faculty and students 
she met while visiting the col-
lege.  When asked why she re-
solved to accept the challenge of 
the Honors Program, she recalls 
being drawn to the energy and 
enthusiasm of Drs. Bob Butler, 
Ken Sroka, and Frank Dinan.  
Eleven years after Vogel’s 
graduation, these Honors profes-
sors continue to dedicate them-
selves to the success of the pro-
gram. 

The choice to be an Honors 
student was an easy one for Char-
ity Vogel. She believes that capa-
ble students should never be put 
off by something that will entail a 
great deal of work, especially not 
an honors program. Thus, the 
thesis requirement did not dis-
courage her from joining.  

In fact, she is grateful for 
the experience and the patience 
of her advisor, Mel Schroeder. 
Her hundred-page thesis project 
on The Chronicles of Narnia 
helped prepare her for her recent 
doctoral degree. Charity com-

From the gigantic letters up 
on the college’s billboard to the 
banners hanging from Main 
Street light posts, we are beck-
oned to answer Canisius’ call to 
be leaders. This is, in fact, where 
“leaders are made.” As Honors 
students, we naturally assume 
leadership positions as scholars 
in our community, but it is im-
portant for us to acknowledge the 
“Legacy of Leadership” from 
which we come. We are some-
times so focused on our personal 
toils that we lose sight of our 
distinguished Honors alums, who 
have added to the pride of our 
school. 

Canisius Honors graduate 
Charity Vogel, the first alumna to 
be profiled in the Honors Post-
Journal, is a columnist and fea-
ture reporter for the Buffalo 
News. A native of Derby, New 
York, Vogel received enticing 
scholarships from several col-
leges, but she was sold on Can-
isius because of the unassuming 

pleted a five-hundred page dis-
sertation to earn her PhD from 
the University at Buffalo in 2004. 

Charity Vogel is part of a 
family legacy at the Buffalo 
News; she is the third generation 
to work at the Queen City’s 
newspaper. Despite her familiar-
ity with the profession, she still 
considers her ten-year career in 
journalism to be one of her 
proudest achievements.  

Vogel’s Honors education at 
Canisius was instrumental in 
honing her critical thinking skills 
to help with this accomplishment. 
In her line of work, Vogel values 
her ability to “filter through 
points of view and weigh the 
merits of arguments.” 

In addition to success in her 
chosen field, Charity Vogel is a 
happy wife and mother of two 
children. Presently, Vogel and 
her family reside in a 110-year 
old Victorian house, a former 
maternity hospital. She and her 
husband, 1994 Canisius graduate 
T.J. Pignataro, enjoy restoring 
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their home. Vogel is excited that her 
and her husband’s endeavors will be 
featured on an upcoming HGTV pro-
gram. 

Vogel feels fortunate that she is 
able to remain in the Buffalo area and 
be successful here. She acknowledges 
the hardships of the region and the 
opportunities she could enjoy else-
where, but remains confident that her 
love for Buffalo adds to the genuine-
ness of her writing and her concern 
for Western New York’s future. 

When asked to impart some 
wisdom for current Honors students, 
Vogel responded with a veteran 
writer’s trick for composing papers.  

She advises to write continu-
ously: “The pages won’t all be bril-
liant, but they will get you where you 
want in the end.” These words ring 
true to Vogel’s life, because her hard 
work and perseverance on her home, 
personal life, and career have helped 
her arrive at the place she once sought 
and now enjoys. Her simple, but ef-
fective, philosophy has helped build 
the Honors Program’s own legacy of 
leadership. 
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live anywhere else, especially 
knowing now how great of an 
experience it has been. 

Not only has living on the 
honors floor benefited me so-
cially, but I continue to learn 
everyday after classes are over. 
By being with people who are in 
your classes and studying to-
gether, course concepts are rein-
forced.  

Even more learning occurs 
as we debate and teach each 
other based on what happened in 
class. I would never have done 
well in Honors Philosophy with-
out the Honors Floor. It was 
beneficial because I had study 
partners and people right next 
door to ask questions at any 
time. I learned a great deal in 
class, but even more out of class, 
all thanks to the Honors Floor. 

In closing, let me puncture 

ence major would not have expected.  
He expressed his feelings about 

the beauty of Canisius and the Honors 
Program, and how he felt that taking a 
variety of classes prepares one for the 
real world, no matter what one’s ma-
jor may be. 

All in all, the Honors Banquet 
was a great success, and a great way 
to bring the Honors Program together 
to recognize outstanding achieve-
ment. 

personated faculty members 
poking fun at Democratic presi-
dential candidates Barrack 
Obama and Hillary Clinton.  

This drew cheers from the 
crowd, as students and faculty 
laughed together at the impres-
sions the students gave of faculty 
members. 

At last, it was time for the 
guest speaker, Adam Zyglis, a 
Canisius Honors graduate (2004) 
who draws editorial cartoons for 
the Buffalo News.  

His words of inspiration to 
the seniors expressed how bene-
ficial it is to be in the Honors 
Program, and what the Honors 
senior thesis did for him, and can 
do for current students, in the job 
market.  

His creative cartoons got 
him a job with the Buffalo News, 
something that a computer sci-

a common stereotype about the 
Honors Floor. We on the Honors 
Floor are not all bookworms who 
stay locked in solitude all day; we 
are, instead, sociable and smart 
people, who have become best 
friends. We have our priorities 
straight in our studies, but we also 
know how add fun and games to 
the equation.  

Life on the Honors Floor has 
been one of my favorite parts 
about being a freshman at Can-
isius.  

���������	����	
���	*	���������	����	
���	*	

�����������
��$���&������
�����))) ��
�������� �


