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Fresh Experiences [N S

Sam Orrange | Freshman Writer

I was really scared to start at Canisius. |
got over that because its been surprisingly good
so far. I m worried someone will come along,
change their minds and say Sorry, college cant
be like that. s is the experience you signed
up for, as they abandon me in the middle of
the Gobi Desert.

One thing that made me nervous was the
Honors Program workload. It really isnt bad.
Honors classes challenge enough to escape
the review work of other courses, but arent so
di cult as to cause a hernia. Teachers arent
overwhelming us with essays, which is great for
those already overscheduled. Of course, we are
beginning to hear senior thesis horror stories
However, it seems far enough o  to just focus
on being freshmen.

You ve got to love the dozens of weekly
e-mails from program directors and school
administrators advertising yet another set of
events. Many think these are lame , but where
else can you meet Margaret Sullivan or see vari-
ous stage productions for free? Retreats, Friday
night events, and Honors activities gave me
a chance to talk to freshmen | wouldnt have

met otherwise, and
meet upperclassmen |
wouldnt have known
existed.

I only wish |
could be on campus
more often. Having
to plan your entire day without being able to
run and grab something can get in the way,
but with dorming at nine thousand a year, its a
trade-o . It seems like dormers have a world of
their own, but they seem to enjoy dragging us
commuters into it.

Its a clich@, but it really is a chance to
reinvent yourself: nobody knows about the time
you fell o stage during ring ceremony-until you
admit it in a newspaper article. None of that
really matters anymore anyway. You ve just got
to decide how you want your next four years to
go, and not settle for anything less.

Here are a few other student opinions on
how the rst month at Canisius has been for
them:

College so far is a huge change in my life.
It is so weird to be responsible for yourself and

to have to make decisions all on your own... Im
not sure | like it yet! -Heather Ostrowski

So far college doesnt really feel much
di erent that high school to me 1 do love the

freedom though. Coming to class, meeting new
people, going on school funded trips and activi-
ties, its all up to you. You do what you want.
Its nice not having everything forced on you.
Dean Goranites

Another plus is not having to worry about
nagging parents. e only negative I ve found
so far is Meal Plan A.  Bill Golba

| absolutely LOVE college so far! The
adjustment to dorm life is extremely dif-
ferent from living at home during high
school I love my classes, my friends, and
the entirety of Canisius, its fabulous! -JoJo
Jacob

Director s Corner e

Dr. Bruce Dieren eld | Honors Director

Its a privilege
to serve as the new
director of the
All-College Honors
Program. | am grate-
ful to my longtime
predecessor, Dr. Bob
. Butler, for leading
| the program to its
current excellent po-
sition and for making
the sta ng transition a smooth one. I also want
to thank the students for accepting the chal-
lenge of an accelerated curriculum, for attend-
ing the events sponsored by the program, and
for putting out the Post-Journal and contribut-

ing in countless other ways. You, the students,
are the heart and soul of Honors, and | hope
you are nding your participation worthwhile
at several levels.

is year has begun with a bang. We held a
fall retreat at the beautiful Chautauqua Institu-
tion, where we paddled kayaks, played sand
volleyball, and walked the quiet path along the
lake. e weather was gorgeous, and everyone
had a grand time. We traveled twice to Canada
to see world-class dramatic performances. At
the Stratford Festival, we saw sparkling rendi-
tions of Shakespeares Henry 1V, part 1, and the
musical Oliver. Nine days later, we went to see
Arthur Millers e Crucible in the quaint town
of Niagara-on-the-Lake. e Honors Book

Club discussed Pulitzer prize-winner  omas
Friedmans best-selling study of globalization,

e World Is Flat. A Lunch & Learn series wel-
comed Bu alo News editor Margaret Sullivan
and Bu alo Zoo director Donna Fernandes.
Two Honors students are taking advantage of
an exciting research opportunity underwritten
by Bates White, a national economics consult-
ing rm.

ere will be plenty of additional oppor-
tunities to get involved in Honors activities
this year. For music lovers, we will attend a jazz
concert, a performance by the Bu alo Philhar-
monic Orchestra, and Mozarts opera, e Mar-
riage of Figaro. A Im series will introduce such

see Directors Corner on page 5






