GAS ANALYSIS APPARATUS

SCIE E — By the Editor:

The cause of Science is being
advanced here under the Golden
Dome by the Chemistry Depart.
ment.  The apparatus pictured
above is one partion of a complex
set-up 1o study the kinetics of the
thermal and photochemical decom.
position of Aluminum tri-methyl,

After long and tedious work
AMuminum tr-methyl was prepared
e is difficult 1o
prepare and puniy becawe of ity
high inflammability and the danger
of minute impurities of air which
cawse it to ignite and to bum
almonst imtantancowly,  Cornel)
Uniivensity announced in 1941 thar
the compound had been prepared
there, The work here ar Candsivg
marks the secoad time that it hay

been preparad in this country,

here ar Canisius,

The purpose of the research iy
threetold ; finst, 1o throw light on
a dbputed point concering the
devoenponition  of
spevibcally  the
methyl radicals in gaseows 1o
ted by hear and light,
Scxonid, the e of the compound

frec-radicaly,

mechanim  of

Loy,

LY

Alunenum trimethsl, a6 2 wurce
of radicals in the Kinetic sudy of
othes comguninds for evaluating the
Broerd hadrocarboen,
Thied, to obrain additions] experi-

crucsgien  in
2

mental dars 1o cleadate the nature
of the ALAL bond i the dimner
moletular stave in which the coen-
pousd  evon in the Dgud and
vapor phuee,
otig wnce mo valowe b free for

the 31AL boad.

This ks very inter



